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The Pursuit of Wisdom

t the heart of liberal arts

education lies an under-

standing of philosophy —
that’s why the most advanced degree
in the Bberal arts is known as the
Doctor of Philosaphy. But philoso-
phy is a revwarding and valuable field
of study in its own right. The word
itself means “love of wisdom,” and as
a Philosophy major at Elon, vou will
gain the understanding, insighe, per-
spective and skills — the wisdom —
to succeed in whatever posteraduate
path vou pursue.

Elon’s Philosophy program is
built on twin foundations: a wisdom
orientation that encourages the
exploration of enduring human
concerns; and a practical intent,
emphasizing skills and techniques for
putting understanding into practice
and enriching human bte and the
unfolding world around us.

By the time you graduate, vou
will have gained a vieal set of tools:
crinical-thinking skills and the capac-
ity to clearly articulate a point of
view; the ability to grsp a variety of
viewpoints and a deeper underscand-
ing of the nature and limits of
understanding itself; a keen sense for
moral and ethical perspectives and
the ability to bridge social and
eultural differences; and more imag-
native and open-ended kinds of
thinking and creative problem solv-
ing. These are skills vou can bring o
bear in any endeavor vou undertake.
They are skills prized by family,
friends, emaployers and collcagues.
And they are abilities key o finding
and inhabiting the places where, as
the poet Frederick Buechner put it
s well, “our own deep gladness
meets the worlds deep hunger”

INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION

At Elon, classes are small and the low
student-faculty ratio means that stu-
dents enjov significant individual
attention and build ¢lose working
relationships with their professors,
Faculty members take a personal

“The Philosophy depart-
ment at Elon is a collection of
some of the most caring and
dedicated educators that I have
ever encountered. They are
devoted to the idea that the
examined life is the most
important one for the student
to live, My degree taught me
the value and practice of good
research, the never-ending
attraction of the human mind
and that human motivation is
the writer’s muse. At Elon,
you are a student qf i
community of philosophers.
This made all the difference

| for me.”
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interest in cach student’s progress.
And thae relationship doesn't end at
the classtoom door. Professors are
happy to meet with students outsade
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class to answer questions, explore
new ideas, offer advice ar suggest
new ways of thinking and unsus-
pected possibilities,

EXPERT FacuLTY

The Philosophy faculty are recog-
nized experts in the field Their
range of specialty areas is as vast as
philosophy iself, and they have pub-
lished many books and articles.

8 3y, Mim Barchelor is director of
Elon’s prelaw program; his scholar-
by work includes the philosophy of
law and prelaw advising,

® Dr. Ann |, Cahill, mosty recently
co-editor of Comtinental Ferminist
Reader, works at the intersection of
feminist theory and philosophy of
the bady,

8 3y, Martin Fowler's acadenmc
work and conununity practice
include restorative justice and ethi-
cal skills for critical thinking, with
emphasis upon service learning
and servant leadership.

® [Jr, Elsebet Jegstrup’ interests
range from Plato to contemporary
philosophy and architecture, and
she is most recently editor of The
New Kierleegaard.

® DrYoram Lubhing teaches
American pragmatism and Jewish
philosophy and is exploring the
“politics of memory™ through a
biography of his grandfather, a
leader of the Treblinka revolt.

B D Stephen Schulman s a scholar
of teaching and learning as well as
Genocide Stdies and contempo-
rary politcal philosophy.

B Dr. Anthony Weston 15 author of 4
2st Cenniry Erhical Toolbow, Jobs for
Philosopliers and numerous other






