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Philosophy lies at the heart of a liberal arts education. Philosophy at Elon has both a wisdom
orientation for exploring enduring human concerns and a practical intent to enhance our
lives together and our care for the earth.

Philosophical study at Elon focuses on three sets of skills: (1) critical and constructive think-
ing: aiding students in identifying, analyzing and offering solutions to problems; (2) ethical
practice: exploring ways to act wisely and effectively in our life with others; and (3) interpre-
tive understanding: allowing students to bridge the meaning and value systems of diverse
individuals, cultures and epochs.

Such skills are valuable for law and leadership, ministry and the helping professions. citi-
zenship and service, and for deepening the quality of our lives. At 36 semester hours, the
philosophy major is designed to allow room for a double major or a career-related minor.

A major in Philosophy requires the following courses:

PHL 113 Critical Thinking 4z
PHL 115  Ethical Practice 4sh
PHL 331  Ancient Philosophy 4sh

PHL 333 Modem Philosophy 43



PHILGSOPHY

One course from the following: 4 sh
FHL 431 Contemporary Philosophy
PHL 432 American Philosophy
PHL 433 Marx, Darwin and Freud

Three courses chosen from any additional philosophy offerings 12 sh
FHL 451  Inmtcgrative Tutorial 4 gh
TOTAL 36 sh

A minor in Philosophy requires the following courses:

FHL 113 Critical Thinking 4 sh
PHL 115  Ethical Practice 4 sh
One course from the following: 4 gh

FHL 331 Ancient Philosophy
PHL 333 Modern Philosophy

Two courses chosen from any additional philosophy offerings gsh
TOTAL 20 sh
PHL 113. CRITICAL THINKING 4 sh

This foundation course in critical thinking introduces reading and listening skills, argument
analysis and evaluation, and creative problem-solving methods. Such skills are valuable
throughout life, from making effective presentations to promoting independent thinking,
Offered fall and spring.

PHL115.  ETHICAL PRACTICE 4sh
Ethical practice is a foundation course exploring ways to act wisely and effectively in our life 254
with others. Drawing on the philosephical tradition and on eritical examination of life situa-
tions, students engage such topics as personal integrity, sensitivity and fairness w others, and
eonditigns for collaborative and respectful living. Offered fall and spring.

PHL 215. ETHICS AND DECISION MAKING 4sh
This course explores the field of ethics with an emphasis on its application to decision
making and leadership. It will explore nested contexts for decision making — environmental,
institutional and interpersonal; use criteria for ethical assessment (e.g., what is good for
the whole and fair to each participant/part in each context); and provide scope for ethical
practice by means of a modest service learning component and case studies. This course
is offered in conjunction with the Leadership minor. Students may receive credit for both
PHL 115 and PHL 215, but may only count one course toward a Philosophy major or minor.
Offered fall.

PHL331.  ANCIENT PHILOSOPHY 4sh
This study of the origins of Western philosaphy concentrates on the Golden Age of Greeec,
including such topics as Socrates, his predecessors and his great successors, Plato and
Aristotle, Students consider what it means to live a human life in @ humane and liberating
communal context, Offercd at least once every two years.

PHL 333. MODERN PHILOSOPHY 4sh
Discussion centers on crucial intellectual developments in the 17th and 18th centuries when
the modern Western worldview arose. Specific attention is given to far-reaching changes
in philosophical methods, theory of knowledge, new senses of self and world, and thinkers
such as Descartes, Hume and Kant. Offered at least once every two years.
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PHL 334, POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 4sh
Discussion focuses on the roots of modern political thought, including such key 17th- and
15th-century developments as the case for sovereignty in the modern nation state, the rise of
individual rights and the rationale for modern democracy. Major thinkers such as Hobbes,
Locke and Roussean are studied against the background of their turbulent times,

PHL 338, NIETZSCHE AND THE DEATH OF GOD 2sh
This course examines Friedrich Nietzsche's critique of traditional thinking, in particular his
critique of the institutions and assumptions of Western religions and his challenge to bring
forth a new type of human being in the face of the “Death of God.” Nietzsche and the Death
of God, is a two-credit, half-term course that readily pairs with PHL 339,

PHL 339. MARTIN BUBER AND THE ECLIPSE OF GOD 2sh
This course explores Martin Buber’s dialogical philosophy as a response to the modern
condition that is both uniquely Jewish and at the same time universal, and as a philosophy
of healing in both the individual and the collective sense. Martin Buber and the Eclipse of
God, is a two-credit, half-term course that readily pairs with PHL 338,

PHL 341. PHILOSOPHY OF LAW 4sh
This basic examination of the nature, function and limits of law gives attention to human
rights and natural justice, law and morality, theories of punishment and questions of legal
responsibility, The course is of particular interest to prelaw, business and political science
students.

PHL 342. PHILOSOPHY AND SOCIETY 4sh
This course pursues a philosophical approach to the relation of individuals and social insti-
tutions. Topics considered may include the nature and possibility of the social sciences,
philosophy of technology and the nature of community.

PHL 344, PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE 4sh
Course study promotes the intelligent, critical assimilation of scientific information by
developing a general framework for analyzing scientific claims. Topics include the structure
of scientific reasoning, science in its cultural context, and the logical and other elements
shaping scientific change.

PHL 345. FEMINIST PHILOSOPHY 4 sh
This survey and application of feminist philosophies examines central ideas in feminist

thought, including the social construction of gender, the exclusion of women from traditional
philosophy and the intersection of gender with other social factors such as race and class.

PHL 346. PHILOSOPHY OF THE EODY 4sh

This course explores philosophical questions surrounding the body and the self. Central to
our exploration will be an attempt to understand the various connections between embodi-
meent (the fact that we have bodies and our experiences of those bodies) and subjectivity (the
fact that we are persons, capable of action and choices). The course includes contemporary
and historical readings, extensive written work and activities based on the course material,

PHL 348. ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS 4sh
Students explore the bearing of philosophical and religious ethics upon practical problems
regarding the natural environment. This course also considers the possible need for new

ethical frameworks to address the environmental crisis we now face. (Cross-listed with REL
348)

PHL 352. EASTERN PHILOSOPHY 43
Eastern Philosophy centers first on ancient China, exploring The Book of Changes and the
thowght of Lao Tzu and Confucius. The course continues with investigation of Buddha's
insight, following Mahayana Buddhism into China where it becomes Zen. Finally, the
course examines the spirit of Zen and its influence on Japanese arts and culture,






