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And so it wasé 
  
      Anxious and eager, scared and excited. Thatõs how most of us felt  when we arrived 
on campus to begin our  year of service. For some, it was surreal to be on campus again 
when we had just received our diplomas weeks ago. For others, it was a strange sensation 
to be back in a college setting. We thought those days were over years ago! For all of us, 
though, starting our year represented something bigger than ourselves. In some way, in 
each our own way, we felt a call to join the AmeriCorps movement to serve others and 
work to alleviate poverty. (Oh wait, you didnõt notice that on your Work Plan when you 
first signed up?! Get to it!) 
      So we dove in. We built on our previous experiences, our individual gifts, and our 
collective talents to make things happen. Phrases like òservice learning,ó òassessment,ó 
òquarterly reportó and òwork planó were now part of our daily vocabulary. We worked 
hard, very hard. We put in long hours, very long hours.   
      We did whatever necessary to get things done.  
      And now here we are once againñanxious and eager, scared and excited. Where did 
the time go? For most of us, we are mere weeks away from finishing up our service while 
a few will stay and continue on the legacy.  
      We hope this newsletter will tell our storyñas a group and as individuals. Each of us 
submitted our own article and shared what we wanted to share. We highlighted our main 
accomplishments, our favorite stories, our most meaningful projects.  
      Enjoy. 
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 As a VISTA, it is easier to accomplish the goals on 
my work plan when I am recognized as a CPCC staff 
member. However, I am still often mistaken for a student. 
I recently had a conversation that put my VISTA service 
into a new light. In the future, I plan to become an Eng-
lish instructor at the college level and I want to incorpo-
rate service-learning into my classes. Before I started as an 
NC Campus Compact VISTA, I had heard of service-
learning, but I had never been in a service-learning class. 
Through my experiences with the Service-Learning Cen-
ter, I have been initiated into the community, both in the 
sense of my community in Charlotte and the community 
of service-learning professionals. I understand more about 
my neighbors and our communityõs assets and challenges 
because of my work with our community partner organi-
zations. I think the opportunity we have to train as profes-
sionals is one of the best reasons to be an NC Campus 
Compact VISTA. After reflecting on all I had learned as a 
VISTA, I saw that I am still a student. I could think about                                                                                   

my time as VISTAs as an extended, high-intensity class in 
service-learning and civic engagement. Instead of turning 
in term papers, I have coordinated programs, prepared 
and delivered speeches, and done everything else neces-
sary to get the job done. Service-learning canõt take place 
in the proverbial ivory tower. Over the last two years my 
education in the community has begun!                                                                                                                                                                                   
 Iõm unsure of my plans for the immediate future. 
My long-term goal is to attend a Masterõs of Fine Arts 
program in Creative Writing and become an English in-
structor. Iõve considered staying 
in Charlotte and finding a new 
job. However, because nothing 
in particular ties me down to 
Charlotte, I might pack my 
things and move on to explore  
a new area of the country. 
Whatever happens, I am excited 
about the journey! 

Second Year VISTA Veteran Reflects on Two Years of Service   
By Brandon Lewis Central Piedmont Community College 
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 I feel honored and blessed to have had the oppor-
tunity to volunteer for a year of service as a NC Campus 
Compact AmeriCorps VISTA at Duke. Itõs impossible to 
try to summarize this experience. Throughout the year 
Iõve met some of the most amazing civically minded    
people, been exposed to several different corporate and 
university structures and personalities, and have been 
continuously amazed by the passionate community activ-
ism within the residents of Durham, North Carolina. The 

project that I enjoyed working 
on most was the  Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Million Meals 
service event.  I attended the 
universityõs MLK committee 
meetings and had the opportu-
nity to play a large role in plan-
ning the Million Meals service 
event with both Duke and 

North Carolina Central University, two universities asked 
to collectively work together to f fight the hunger epi-
demic. On January 17th, 2007 Duke University, Durham 
Rotary Club, North Carolina Central University, and Stop 
Hunger Now joined together to celebrate the legacy of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Over 650 students, faculty, 
and staff from both Duke University and North Carolina 
Central University packaged a record number of 155,404 
nourishing, dehydrated, rice-soy meals for Stop Hunger 
Now. The meals the volunteers packaged were then sent 
to crisis-burdened areas and school lunch programs to 
feed children in developing countries such as Ghana, Bo-
livia, and Haiti. Following my year of service as an Ameri-
Corps Campus Compact VISTA, I have been hired on as 
a full time staff member in the Duke University Commu-
nity Service Center as the Student Outreach Coordinator 
and will continue my career path in service to others. 


