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I. Thesis Description: The senior honors thesis provides honors students an

                  opportunity to engage in independent study of a carefully defined problem. In
                  consultation with a mentor, students may explore more complex issues in an
                  area of student interest beyond normal requirements of the major. Work

                  quality shall be at the highest academic level. Each thesis will

                  demonstrate clear critical thinking, a mastery of disciplinary material, clarity

                  in communication of complex ideas and professional production.
II. The Process: Proper communication and datelines are considered critical in the honors thesis process; students shall therefore begin the process during the freshman year.

a. Student(s) should officially declare major and take LSM 212 – Introduction to Leisure and Sport Management as soon as possible. 

b. Honors students shall be invited to LSM faculty meeting at some point during the freshman year to meet and become acquainted with all LSM faculty members and their areas of academic interest and expertise. This may be coordinated through LSM 212.
c. Departmental discussions will take place regarding teaching schedules and other faculty load issues prior to assigning mentors. LSM faculty must understand time requirements of thesis mentoring/supervision prior to being assigned.

d. Initial conversations with student(s) shall establish interests in potential thesis projects and academic preparation and background required for success with the project.
e. Initial conversations with student(s) shall also establish that the committee is to be composed of: mentor and one other faculty member from LSM in addition to one additional faculty from outside the LSM Department. Identification of outside faculty possibilities will be discussed. 
f. LSM 332 Research Methods should be taken in semester three (3), four (4), but no later than five (5). Valuable information on scientific research will be presented in LSM 332. Student should begin narrowing consideration of mentor and departmental committee members!
g. No honors thesis (HNR 498) credit will be accepted in substitution for LSM 481 Senior Seminar. 

h. In concert with academic advisor, begin to formulate a plan of study for the next 2-3 years to include eight (8) semester hours of HNR 498 course credit.

III. Thesis description: The senior honors thesis provides honors students an opportunity to engage in independent study of a carefully defined research question or problem over the course of a year or more. Research may be qualitative or quantative and should represent an effort to make an original contribution to the discipline field (or replicate existing research in order to compare findings). Honors students are given an opportunity to explore a topic chosen in consultation with a departmental mentor which reflects students’ interest. This thesis project shall be a substantial work that goes beyond normal requirements of the major and represents students’ best academic work in their discipline. Each thesis will demonstrate clear critical thinking, a mastery of disciplinary material, clarity in communication of complex ideas and professionalism in production.
There shall be no maximal or minimal page expectations and formal writing style shall be American Psychological Association fifth edition. A thesis outline follows:

a. Formal written proposal:
i. Develop proposal early (due no later than semester 6); discussion and refinement of research question and thesis process should take place semesters 3, 4 and 5.
ii. Work closely with mentor and committee.
iii. Keep academic advisor (if different from mentor) appraised of HNR 498 scheduled use.
B. Proposal format:

1. Introduction

a. Statement of the problem

b. Purpose of the study

c. Relevance of study

d. Hypothesis(es)

e. Definition of terms

2. Review of Related Literature

3. Methods

a. The subjects

b. Procedures

c. Instrumentation

d. Design and statistical analysis or data analysis procedures

C. Submit thesis proposal with clear research questions,   
     methods, justifications and annotated bibliography for approval (no
     later than April 1st of semester 6).
D. Thesis format

1. Title page

2. Signature page

3. Acknowledgements 

4. Table of contents

5. List of tables

6. List of figures

7. Abstract

8. Chapter 1 Introduction

9. Chapter 2 Review of Related Literature

10. Chapter 3 Methods or Procedures for Collecting Data

11. Chapter 4 Results (analysis of data)

12. Chapter 5 Findings, Conclusions, Summary and Recommendations

13. References

14. Appendices

IV.  
Timelines: see Honors Program dateline
