Engineering Program

Elon University

Honors Thesis Guidelines

What it looks like - The honors thesis should be the same idea as a typical senior seminar project, just much more and deeper.  A paper on the order of 15-20 pages would probably be reasonable, although they could be longer and could even be shorter depending on how dense the paper turned out to be. The honors thesis should consist of multiple chapters or sections, including but not exclusive of an introductory section that demonstrates an understanding of the background and need for this work, a project description, results, conclusions and a bibliography. This work will usually be based on a physical project that will generate the data to be analyzed. Diagrams and graphs will usually be incorporated.
The work should show a clear understanding of the material, and use outside sources when needed.  The final work is intended to expand the student's skills and understanding of basic engineering practices and techniques.

How the mentor is chosen - We would like to leave it as it is for most senior seminars in that the students approach the faculty member.  Our faculty members have a good sense, we feel, of whether or not they would be able to be a good mentor for a project like the honors thesis.

How the honors thesis fits in with load - We agree that four hours of honors thesis credit should count as the senior seminar requirement for the student’s major. This will have to be negotiated with each different department since the students may come from one of five possible liberal arts majors. Failing cooperation from these majors appropriately necessitates a release from one of the upper level engineering courses.  Furthermore, a grade of B- or above on the thesis paper will be required. It will be judged by the faculty in the engineering program and the chair of the student’s liberal arts major.

Timing - At least initially, we are figuring that the student will start in the fall (2 hours) of the junior year, then do most of the work in the spring of the junior year (4 hours) and then finish up in the fall of the senior year (2 hours).   In general, we foresee this being the optimal format. (For Maggie Williams all must be accomplished in her junior year so she may transfer, therefore, we propose in her case to allow 4 hours in her fall and 4 hours in the spring of junior year.)
